
ANIMAL U~ IN T ilE; (;':IIRDEN COHT. 
England sheep r"armers once rei-mad a successful 
exterminating cooperative because they thought crows 
were killing new-born lambs, The following year when 
their pastures dried up they discovered that crows were 
the natural control for grubs that ate the grass roots, 
\JJ ithout the crows they were soor,! without pasture, 
. One last friend I will mention is the skunk. Natura
list Ernest Thompson Seton once touted the skunk as a 
replacement for the eag l e as our national emblem. 
Tongue-in-cheek to be sure. But Seton reasoned that the 
skunk is more of a friend to man, eating harm f ul grubs 
and field mice . Further, he has stripes like our flag, 
is fearless, never fires unless fired upon. and always 
emerges the victor by a nose. 
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"A new book entry .... one which is definitely as good in 

general as (Belanger's) and even superior in certain areas. 
Excellent general coverage of how to select and raise 

poultry, rabbits, sheep, goats, pigs, and veal calves. 

Also goes into raising their feed to keep costs 1010', de

tailed plans for building shelters for each, butcher-

ing, ~"lllling, and extensive veterinary info." --~

books Lending Library. 

"Maybe Steven Thomas should have called this excellent 

book, 'Economical Bilckyard Livestock,' because his focus 
is not only on how to care for the animals from which 

you take your food, but on the most economical way to 

raise them -- and that information is necessary unless 

homestead stock /lre to be just an expensive hobby."-

Organic Gardening and Farming. 

GRoWING SOIL ~NT. 
0089 your village pile its leaves in a dump? If 

so , the un::ler layers w5.11 likely be black and crumbly 
-nature's Dtijn compost. Do you have a compost pile? If 
so, your favorite barber may be glad to save you hair 
wh·ich would other\,.ise be swept up and thrown away. It 

~hi~~di~d~~i;~~e~~ a comoost pile , or a good mulch 
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Do you have access t o a woods? A few bushels from 
the forest floor would make a good mulch under young 
9vergreens or other acid-loving trees or bushes. for 
,Jlants that like a high PH add lime when you mulch 
with f orest topsoil. 

WATE R , WEEDS, WORM S, AN D MULCH by do ug jones 
A word on hoes and sickles -these 

The practice of mulching, or covering the soil. is being increasingly recognized as a ~~~ ~:e~a!~a~~: ;~~~~ ~~m~~P~h~~z~~n~:~rp 
~:!~a~~~t ;~~ 1 m~ih~~;e~~~;~ /~~~~~s i ~~= ~~I~~~~r ~o a:!~: in S~~~s~~~~:\~:e i ~ t d~~!m~~~~ y o~\~ ese weeds are less than thr ee inches tall, a 

things and much more. Sometimes, however. mulch can have a negative impact. so let's examine ~!i~~ ~~~a~C~fa~!t:i~ls::~~l~O~oj~~!m in. 

ils f~~Ci!O~~p~~~a~~a~~ ~~:li~eU~~a~\~~~~;\eeps most of her soil covered with decaying You'll notice that you can kill 95~ of 
organic matter from previous years ' ·g rotlJth. 'lJhen soil is bared to the elements. it can easily the weeds between your rows with a hoe, 
gain or lose too much moistul"'R and organic mat ter. especially if it is a light (sandy) soil. leaving.a few in the rows to pull by hand. 
Sun and oxygen will " burn" up the orgRnic matter, instead of its being digested by the thou- Us e ~ f1le on the beveled edge of the hoe, 
sands of species of soil organisms that form a stable humus or nutrient bank , for new plant pl:'sh1ng ~ the edge. llle even file the 
growth. 8 are soil can a l so dry out fasler, or wash away in hea vy rains, or, especially in the ~~~:~wo;"t:~i~~~hb;~~:: for hoeing in our 

case-~~eh~~~re:~~~-~ui~~7n~ ~:~~r~~~~\~~ii:~l:u~~a~~~ llJill have differing effects on your One thlng I f1lrg ot - mulch prevents 
garden. The most available mulch in dairy country, is old or spoiled hay _ many farmers, espe- the fru·its. of your vegies from rotting , 
cially aFter last year's bad hay season, have old hay that they would love to have cleared ~~~;sis °Im~~:~~~~ ;~~o~~:e!~i~e~~;:·act-
:~~:w~::;: ~~~~s h;~ t;~k~t~:y r:~~s t:~l ~e~a~;u:~~r ~:d t~~y ;.~~ t~~~ ~a~;;i~~k~; !~a~U~o~n=a~t~ ege!: . ~~~~~~. squash, unstaked tomatoes, and 
pite the sliminess of some of the ba l es , partly rotted hay will "dissolve" into your soil by 
next spring and not interfere with ti ll age . The s li me i s t rue o f" other mulches -leaves, saw Good luck - you'll be g l ad you mulched. 
dust , woodchips . pine need l es. newspaper - in their fresh state. all are high in carbon, low 
in nitrogen . Thi9 means they can tie UP nitroQen in your soil as they decay, starving your 
vegetables. The microorganisms will take nitrogen from the top soil layer to digest these 
carhonaceous materials. The solution to this problem is either to let your mulch rot first, 
or else use more manure or compost in your soil to provide more nitrogen. 

Or, use black plastic for mu l ch, which won ' t decompose. nut thi.s fo r me, makes plastic 
a less desirable tool. I,· ot only is it a pollutant when it is thrown away, but it fails to 
add organic matter to the sail, luhich is everything. I won't go into the long list of virtues 
that make organic mat.ter essentia l to a healthy, permanent agriculture. Save that fo r another 
time. Bu.t. pl.astic h8S one definite advantage which northern gard eners appreciate -its soil 
warminq effect. '11e :.Jse U for the crops that grow slOl.uly and don't like to f ruit i f their 
feet are cold -nelons, eggplants, and pep;Jers. The latter .two can be mulched with hay or 
leaves, but wait until at least late June. and then leave a little bare soil around the 
plants,~ Try to re-use your plastic -the luorld has too much of it a l ready. 

A d"isadvantage of hay is lueed seeds, anothe!' reason to use it in a more rotted f orm. rh" 
ideal mulch, i f you have enounh, would he finished compost, which has heated to digest ca rbon 
and destroy l'leeds . 

All rioht. nOl'J, which venntah les to mulch, and when? 'ilit h cool-soil 
varieties, mulch as soon as they are big enough to not g et buried or 
damaoen t">y th~ mulching -thi s luould include the cahha'le family. greens , 
root crops. Clnlnn"' , stTaUJbfl1:"ries and OB"lS. !Jp. ol,mt OUT '1 reens, roots. 
anrl 90"e of Ol!r op.as int,en<;il,uly i n raised tlerls ("91' l"1 .. t issue ' s 
"!orkinn th<:> l<>nrl) : mulo',h fi.tc; "'jr"lly in the "valleys " h"ttveen t. hem. 
'''hRn the 5')ll 1118:r'1l9 more , mulch your "'ukes and scua"'n"'s, tom~tn"lS . 
'.l!J.,flollJ~rs , np"tr ..... "tnri if' you ll'an~. ~". ~o ~r. .. ,:'"' ""I1 't h') ~I... ... - "lith 
co-" _ .. ..,,, ~ ., ; 1 ?') Olce on h~lf "1'1 "' .... ,. ... "'I::'ul-l -,", -l ·t,n to') "'l'rr . r crn 
s~"ms t"ell ~r1:'l:pte'" t.o hoein ... rr ot.hpr c'llti.vp.t.ion - P Quickly 
'1[>t .. l~!'ge 'l'l"t'rh to shade th'.! ""'oi l. ~(''"le ;Jpople have succ",s~

ful lv tlro<'lricast-planted a clover cove r -c"C'')'" (or "oreen manure") 
af t.er their l::lst corn cultivation. riClht amona the corn rOlus. 

Thi.." ~::~':;is~e~~i~~t.a m~~~~v o~~r ~~= ii~n~S~~~~!~h S~~;Sh ~nd punp-
kins -not only do t.hey form a shady coverino ul:. th their leaves. 
hut th<:!y a lso put dou'n roots fr'lm their vines as they uJandgr, 
easier ul1t hout mlllch. . 

Ra led hAy has the erivantage of coming anart in neat squaTI'! 
sections, llJhich fit easi ly between your rows, On the other hand. 
leaves. chopped hay, or sawdust are easier to use around straw
berries or other plants grollJing in irregular patterns. 

Potatoes can be mulched at the time of planting -they will push 
throunh- aT' after they emerge. mulching leaves tl"e soil very loos e 
underneAth, for p.asy digging of any root crop -especially those 
plantp.d in raisod beds. Probably the earthworms, who love the mulch, 
and other soil organisms, are responsible for this looseninq effect. one 
of the m~.i.!!!:. advantages of mulching on heavy soils. After being tilled under , 
the added organic matter keeps on loosening . On a sandy soil, it has the op~osite 
effect -the humus produced actually bil"\ds partic l es together for better soil texture 
ahd retent i on of nutrients and water. 

With leaves or sawdust, watch out for tl"leir tendency to acidify -some groun4 lime
st one , \/Jood ash , rock phos p hate , or extra compost, will help to neutralize . 

Warning I mu l c h c an ' t take , care of al l your wel!ds - grass will come through if you 
don't mu l ch heavy enough (3-4"after it has settled), some animals in the rows or beds 
IIJill!. come through the sam'e spaces as the v.egetables. You ~u~~ deal with these, if you 
have future gardens in mi nd -one annua l weed casts tho usands of seeds- some do it in 
July, most in August . Weed thoroughly before mu l ching. especially in the rows of vege 
tables, and then keep pulling the escapees. finally . when those you missed shoot up 
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