PAGE 10, THE HILL NEWS, OCTOBER 25, 1 991

By Emtly Adriance

The Kenya Program,
despite its wide.variety of
courses and adventures, is
plagued with an image that
prevents interested students

- from applying, said Peter van

the program. -

‘ ' In previous years when-
students applied to the pro-
gram they had to have an in-

| terview with a member of the
African Studies Committee.
.\ Van Lent said that these in-

being very traumatic.

"[The interview] is now an
honest interaction to
determine the individual’s ex-

,peri‘ences\ and how well they
adapt to new situations,” said
van Lent.. He added that the

; interviews are used to get to

- than intimidate them.

"l want to stress that
whoever is qualified academi-
cally is welcome,” said van
Lent. "A lot of students don’t
apply because they think the:

,’progrém only offers courses
in the social sciences. How-
ever, it does offer courses in

“the natural sciences and
many other disciptines as
well."

Howard Brown associate
director of the program in

though classroom igstructien
lasts only about seven weeks
each semester, students also
have the opportumty to do in-
ternships. In past years stu-
dents have worked for
women’s movements, local

ches and many other organi-
zatidns
_ . Despite van Lent’s desire
¢ to change the ifmage of the
program for prospective stu-
dents, Brown said he and the
program’s director. Paul.
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Lent, campus coordmatm for °

terviews had a reputation of

know the students rabherﬁ

Kenya, explained that, al--~

newspaper publishers, chur- -

The Student Center houses a kitchen, dormitories, and,
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Robinson, want to keep the’

central focus of the program
the same. He said they want
to challenge students’ West-
ern ways of thinking by
removing them from their cul-

tural securities and placing

them in completely different
settings,

One way the program ac-
complishes this is by minimiz-
ing the-time spent in class-
rooms. "Classroom courses on

.Africa can be taught any-

where 'in the world,” said
Brown. "Only in Africa can
students experierfce the cul-
ture hands on."” b

During a semester a stu-.

dent will stay with-at least

- three African families. Brown

explained ‘that “the first

¥

homestay is with- members of
a Western tribe in Kenya

‘called the Kisij. They live

with this famlly for a week

-and help them carry water,

cook, haryest /the .tribe’s
crops, and wash clothes.
Often if the homestay father
is a teacher, _a istudent will
help by teaghmg, for a couple
of days. ? ;

"The homestay is done
during the first two weeks of
the. program, before the new-
ness of the Afrlcan culture
has dmumshegi,"ﬁ said’ Brown.
"I.don’t think th,é:j’d get near-
ly as much outiof it if they

- had their classes first."”

In. addition to these rural
homestays, the gstudents stay
with families in urban homes

-
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The S.1.U.

in Nairobi is
an.invaluable
asaet to

the program.

Phoaio by
Emily
Adriance
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plains of Kenya.
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'...the students now spend two -
weeks on safari in Tanzania..."

Howard Brown, associate director of the Kenya

Program, and his wife enjoy a sunny day in

Nuairob..

while they take classes in .

Nairobi. A third homestay
towards the end of the
semester lasts two or three
days and takes place in the
pastoral cgmmunity- of the
Samburu tribe.

In order to expand the stu-
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" Dinners and Daily Specials - .
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dents’ expenences ‘even more,
the- students now spend two
~n safari -in Tanzania
as well. They stay in. tents
and hear lectures ﬁomigifme
wardens and other loeal offi-
cials.
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