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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT OFFERS AN ALTERNATIVE,

"By Amy Raitér”
The Gepgraphy Depart-

ment at St. Lawrence Univer- -

sity offers courses that pro-
vide a basis for a strong liber-
al arts education.

Many people think that
geography is only useful for
knowing how to locate where
each of the 50 states are and

_what each of their capitals’

are. But the geography de-
partment at St. Lawrence
University, is_here to prove
<'that theory wrong. )
According to Bill Elb‘erty,
professor of geography, the
study of geography is actual-

" ly related to many career.

fields, like "earth sciences, so-
cial sciences, journalism,

-business, .political science,"

law, medicine, language, lit-
erature, and art.” Almost
"everything we do can benefit
from geographical studies.
The geography depart-
ment was founded in 1983,
although- formerly, geography
courseg were offered through
the geology department.
There was some mdlcauon
that the department might
not survive recent cutbacks,
-but those fears are unfounded
according to Elberty, who is

-the only full time professor

this year and who is also the
acting chair for '91-92. He is
a graduate Pf SLU and has
taught here for about 33

) years. He says the depart-
ment will continue to offer
courses.

Elbert.y said that the geog-
raphy department serves a
useful purpose in a lot of the
dimensions for the school and
that it seems counterproduc-

tive to terminate the geog-

raphy department and push
international programs.

Although the department
does not offer a major in ge-
ography, a minor program-is
offered. Students wishing to
minor in geography must
take a minimum of five
courses in geography.

The geography depart- -

ment is also connected with’
programs abroad. Students
involved in a minor program

are encouraged to take part .
in some of these programs be- .

cause courses are offered to
help satisfy the requirements.
Another member of the de-
partment, William Romey,
is the chairperson of the de-
partment. He is away this
year running a program in
France. Steven Meztger is the
lab coordinator for geography
and Douglas McDonald is the
visiting lecturer. Louis
Dupont also teaches courses
in cultural geography
Although the depart-
mental faculty are few, the
geography courses are popu-

_lar among the students. Ac-
- cording to Elberty, there has

been enormous pressure from
the students for enrollment in,
geography courses.

" The department has been
developing a fascinating lab

(‘hrzs Shepherd ( ’93) takes aduantage of computlers in geography lab.

»set up, said Met.zger A lot of
new equlpmept which enables
students to work with new ge-
ographical systems and pow-
erful technology has been ac-
quired.

In the lab sections the'
students are able to do hands
on work with the equipment
and the compuyters. E\yery stu-
dent works a great deal with -
maps; weather maps, 3- D
maps, compytenzed _maps,

- and navngatl,ohal maps

Elberty said that geog-

raphy is nmportant as a dis- .

cipline to SLU and that stu-
dents should have access and
be aware of g,he t.echnology in .

" the department. He said geog-

raphy "will touch every

. aspect of our lives, xf it-hasn’t
already.”

Geography is concerned
with the meaning of place
and spatial patterns, the "it"
is not important, but where is
it and why is it there is im-’

‘portant to the study of geog-

raphy, according to Elberty..
Scott Green, 92, is a geog-
raphy minor and said that.he
has taken at least one course
in geography each semester
that he has been here. Green

. said .that the geography de-

partment has a lot to offer. .
Green said he really llkes

Photo by Kirk . Kringel
the style of teaching used by -
Elberty and Romey and that
their style of teaching is not
just giving a standardized
test, som thmg that a stu-
dent could pass, but not re-
member. Green said that "the
things that I've learned here 1
have definitely remembered."

Elberty said that "geog-

raphic illiteracy is alive" and

‘that it is important that

people realize the dimensions
of our world

Do you think that every

faculty member and student
on this campus could rattle
off the name of each state
and its capntal anyway?

'FACULTY FORUM APPLAUDS ABROAD EXPERIENCE

By Ty thtle :
~ Professors who have
recently been to Kenya spoke
on Thursgay, November 7,

about, somé of their best times 4

there, and also about the ef-
feet the trip  had on their
teaching.
~ _Ahmed Samatar, associa-
te professor of government,
" . the first speaker, named the
three. things he felt were most
memorable. The first two
were the readings that facul-
ty did with each other on
Kenya and the field.trips that
faculty took. His greatest
part, he said, was his new
- respect and honor for the
other faculty members. He
said: "I always suspected
there was some sort of latent
energy here."

‘Patricia Alden, associate

professor of English, also en-
* joyed some of the reading the
faculty had to read. She said
the readings on Kenya "chal-

lenged the assumption in dns-
ciplines.” She said the biggest
highlight for her was ; the
"eight days of intense delega-
tion" in which the faculty
members listened and
delegated with three Kenyan
speakers.

Betsy Rezelman, associate
dean of faculty affairs, said it
was "good to get away from
the easy life" in the U.S.;She
said it was her first trip to
Kenya and she enjoyed . being
in a ‘society where you didn't

- have all the modernization

that we have here in the U.S.
The highlight for" Celia
Nyamweru, associate profes-

sor of anthrepology, was her °
visit to some of the cities in

Kenya. She said:-"This leve!
of contact with an extremely
different culture is something
really valuable." She said it
was good to have the chance
to be right along side with a
different culture instead of

expernencxng it by "looking
from a window." ,
"One long field trnp was
;he opinion Alice Pomponio,
‘associate professor ‘of -
anthropology, had of the
whole trip. She talked.about

- some of the show and -tell,

and guessing games they
" played with the Kenyan fac-
ulty. She said that one of her
fondest moments was when
someone made one faculty
member, with a blindfold on,
try to guess.what something
was by touching it. She de-
scribed the object that they
touched as "elephant dung”.
~ The final speaker was
David Lloyd, associate profes-
sor of histery. He said that
some of his fondest moments
were experiernicing first hand .
the architecture and modern
art which are some of the

"things he teaches. He said ~
- that. he could sense what it™

.was. like to be an artist for

the first time.
All the gaculty had thelr

own opinions about how their -

trip to Kenya. helped them:
think of ways to make their
own teaching styles at SLU
‘better.

Samatar said that his ex-
periences in Kenya will help
him and other professors
teach "African Studies better
because they have now been-

sald that ‘lnke Samatar and "

'Rezelman, she can now draw

comparisons in-the classroom.”

with subjects related te

" Kenya.

"

- Lloyd talked more about

_ the overall effects of St.

‘Lawrence faculty members

going to Ken_ya. He said that.
"it was good for the profes-

.sors to go to Kenya because it

‘there. He said that he finds .

hi‘r_r'xself‘ teaching subjects

more clearly by relating

things to Kenyan culture:
Rezelman said she experi-

could add voices to the goals

of future AﬁlC&ﬂ Studies.” He

hopes that the faculty can

now "help on establishing.
some-new objectives of the Af

.rican, Studies program

- enced some. things she could

bring back to her classroom -

to help her in her lectures.
She said, "we are only just

touching a few, of the many‘ L

benefits there are..
" Pomponio said "you can’t
learn the things we learned
" without being there." She
said that the trip will greatly

help her in éléassel'so_.. She

abroad.

The roajority of the stu- 3
deilts present at the discus- -’

sion "had ‘already t.raveled to
enya. Student reactions

ranged from problems such as..
" the possible restructuring of‘ _

the whole Kenyan program to
student excitement for faculty
participating m the Kenya
program -
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