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Dr. Ahmed Samatar 1s a visit-

- ing professor of Govérnment at St. .
. -Lawrence and a native. of Gabileh,
_~Somalia. He received a B.A. in
-, Political Science from the Unlver-
. .slty of Wisconsin, and holds an
"M.A. and a doctorate-in Interna--

. ‘tional Studies from the University -

" of Denver. He is currently await-
_lng the pubhcatlon of hxs hook

Bgahtx sometxme in the upcommg
year.

. -Dr. Samatar has cq
" been ‘an outspoken me
o faculty, and has spent much of his
. time at St.. Lawrence lobbymg for

the establishment-of an intérna-.

tmually
r.of the

. tional studies department at the
. University. =

He was fundamental 1n the

" creation .of the African studnes__
minor, has recently become the -
. faculty coordinator for the Kenya“
abroad program, and is a member .’

of this" year s Stelnman Com-
‘mittee.
Recently THN had am op-

portumty to speak with Dr. .
“Samatar regarding his involve-

‘ment on campus, and his views-on

T “the direction of St. Lawrence. -

Q:Overthenexttwoyearsthe

: _""Umverslty is planning to invest a
~  great deal of money into renovat-
_ing Carnegie Hall and turning it

into an international education
centeér. What are your views on
‘the unportance of intérnational ed-
ucation at St. anrmee? :

" have a central plat
tlon and the consummation of an -
,llent liberal arts education. It -
_ -'antndote against
‘parochialism; it helps in the pro-.
.céss of knowing yourself and-

,lS~

: A The deflmtlon of a llberal
,arts education not only. includes in:
creasing: ah individual’s sensitivity ~

- and understanding of immediaté
_ reality, but- als | a reach for the
- world beyond.

Internatioi

knowing others around you.- -

- It empowers one to apprecnate _

_the problems and promises of an

, mterdependent world.. ; :
Q: So_you feel nnternatlonalﬂ

. 'studles mll enhance the students’ -

awareness of the out- -
side’ world‘,gforcnng them to ask -
neshons -

mtereat

mcreq

A: Certaxnly, it is snmply ther' h
“best: mednclne against insularity

and simple mnndedness. Interna-
tional studnes cotild play -a-major

- role in cuttmg down mcldents of e
student. apathy
Q@ As faculty coordmator of the__
- Kenya program would you ‘elabo-
rate on the importance: of the ..
. abroad programs "and the role of
- these pro

msmthegrowthof’
St. Lav

: good school but that isn’t really -
enough. This college has the ca- =
paclty to be an excellent mstntu- o

tion. -

1 relatlons should':
in the comple-

nce as a hheral arts in-
sunmon" A N

- A: St Lawrence Umversnty isa - ‘the Freshmen Program as a
'vehncle for change here at St.
A Conceptually, the Freshmen o

'_'_Program 1s ‘q‘uf’te attractwe. Its e

-

One of the ways that we can
reach for thrs is through. preserv: ..
“ing what is good about our tradi- -
tion, and. then building on this to - -

meet -the challenges ahead: We .
.must take optimuin advantage of -
our international connections so .

‘that - the students and faculty can
- then integrate those expenences_ ’
into the intellectual work that is .

done here at the college. .
‘The Kenya program has shown

‘that this type of education is very = -
- . possible. I have not met a single -
“student who has come back from

Kenya -and did. not feel the
- stimulus to remake their intellect
- and personality. When they come -
) back they- are" ready to go and -
“run with it" in terms of . thelr.
'1deas and cunosnty e :

I often find it dlfﬁcult 0 holds '

these students back so that they -
' don’t leave behind others who'
- have not had the- experlence.

My suggestion is that all of the'

- abroad programs that we have,
. Kenya, Spam, England, etc..., are
“‘pregnant- with educational op- .
_portunities. If properly and crea-
- tively used, these could give St.
Lawrence that-extra academic
sheen necessary to stand out from .
- the competition. ;

Q: What are ycur thoughts on
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”tnne has 'éor‘ne; My hape is that it

_is not -a gimmick to give the Uni-’
" versity superﬁcxal vigibility. Rath- -
_er, that it represents a very con-
scious.and deeply felt need on the - -
-part of this college to reach for B

academlc excellence.

;. Q:Whatareymn'mwsonthe’,_ '

‘new President, Dr. Peterson, in

terms of change at St. Lawrence? =
-A: Dr. Peterson is new. This is .

- her first year so she deserves time - - -

-j'to produce a vision for the college. -

In the few moments I have

servative swmg exemplified in ed-
‘ucation by Secretar;

University? .

. A:lcan only speak in terms ol‘ i C.
my limited experiences’ here, so I - - . .°

cannot be del‘inltlve. If I under-

| St Lawrence Umvers1ty 1s a geod sehool but that 1sn’t really
| 5.-enough Th1s college has the capac1ty to be an excellent 1nst1tut10n

1
|
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) Wdlram J. Bennett and the hest
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* . seen her in-action; I sense that'she " - "

“is imaginative, empathetlc, and -.

. bold. She could be just the kind of

~ a leader that the College needs. o

- Dr. Peterson s appreclatlon of o

international education,’ changes in -

" the curriculum, and her commit- -

-iment to'the overall improvement

: of St. Lawrence, give me hope, *. - -
. -Q: You have. expressed::_' ’,

._.enthuslasm for progress and diver- .
sification at St. Lawrence. Nation- = .

- ally, wearemthemldstofacon .

Where does St VLawrence"ﬁt into ;
_the national scheme, -and do you -
- feel this will al'l'ect change at the L




