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MM Siuftiiier Zimbabwe Program Offeihs An A venture 
Joe Kerper 

Senior News Editor. 

Interested in going to Africa over 
the summer? Check out SLU's 
summer Zimbabwe program. 

The program runs from May 20 
to July 2. It lasts for six weeks as 
opposed to a full semester, and is 
ideal forthose students who would 
have a hard time fitting a full se
mester of international travel into 
their schedules according to Dr. 
Patricia Alden, the SLUZimbabwe 
Director. 

Alden thinks that "being in Zim
babwe is a good way to test whether 
Kenya or India makes sense for 
you, or whether you want to go in 
an independant direction." 

Alden wants students to realize 
that this program is very unique, it 
"is organized around around a topic 
you choose—it's really an 
independant study component— 
the program can accommodate the 
interests of a lot of people." 

Students have most afternoons 
free for independant work, and are 
encouraged after 10 days in Zim
babwe to pick a topic that interests 
them, to be the basis for future 
study.i 

Theprogram.-which is run-in con
junction with/the ilnivefsity of: 
Richmond, :C0sts $5,200. -"•": 

Alden pointed put that the 
program's price is the equivalentpf 
a summer-school term plus inter
national airfare, so she considers 
it a good deal. 

The program fee does not cover 

pocket money, money for addi
tional travel when in Zimbabwe or 
travel to and from the Newark Air
port 

One of the best parts of the pro
gram, Alden says, is "staying with 
a Zimbabwean family in a rural vil
lage, sharing their lifestyle, help
ing with agricultural work, [and] 

, learning a little Shpna language." 
It is something that tourists typi

cally can't see, she said. Students 
live with Zimbabwean families for 
the entire six weeks; they spend a 
week with a rural family. 

Additionally, visiting the Mana 
POols, the only game park in Af
rica where you are allowed to walk 
as opposed to being driven in a 
sight-seeing vehicle, is something 
that many participants never forget. 

"Our groups have tracked a lion 
that carneby our campsite early 
one morning and gave a roar loud 
enough to wake everyone up in a 
hurrry; elephant, cape buffalo and 
impala abound in this park,'' ex
plained Alden. The program in
cludes a 4-day camping expedition 
through mis park 

~,y Another interesting facet of the 
tap, according to Alden, is visiting 
GreatZimbabwe Great Zimbabwe 
is the country's most impressive 
architectural project south of the 
Sahara 

It is a huge walled city built in 
the 1300s and subsequently aban
doned for unknown reasons. In 

fact, Zimbabwe in the Shona lan-
T An 

stu-

Nation and 
guage, means "stone house.' 

Culture." The course 

.15 anchaelogist travels with tin 
dents to Great Zimbabwe. j 

The Zimbabwe program' is 
around an intensive 2-unitint srdis 
ciplinary course called "Z 

built 

is centered in Harare, Zimbabwe's 
English-speaking capital.' 

Faculty members will be drawn 
from St. Laurence, die Universi y 
of Richmond and the Ujriiversity of 
Zimbabwe. 

For more 
Zimbabwe Program 
jat (804) 289-! 
pald@music: 
tionsmaybe 
l. 

information on the 
call Dr. Alden 

8319 or email her at 
s lawU.edu. Applica-
submitted until April 

Dr. Patricia Alden, Director OJ 
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WHAT YOU DID 

LAST SUMMER 

en ^YTJeditation 
at St. Lawrence 

Come Join the North Country Zen 
.•'"'- Center and Meditate!!! 

Wednesdays 
6:45pm to 8pm 
In Herring-Cole . 

ALL ARE WELCOME 
NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY 

QuCStlons?/INFO? CaH JOSH X6734 
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