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To The Editor:

" The exhibition of Kenyan

.mortuary posts in the Brush-Art

.. Gallery was the first/display of an

§amb1txous and mterestmg pro-
igramr. of - artifacts: from nor-
: western countries. 1 believé. the

idisplay was seriously flawed

i comments

quately dlsplayed‘ The ‘posts
ithat it was
’u;npossxble to view both “their
front and back 51des A far maore._-
: mt_lclsm -was thé lack
al ‘information. A’

-the Glryama région

- were. the necessary., .sup-

! that -explain’ the- unportance of
the mortuary posts in. the overall
eryama .culture? Where ‘were
qtographs of the: Glryama

e'posts the mformatlon
on subsnstence and settlement;.
‘the. Giryama themselves? How
. could the viewer,_associate: these.
objects with the world view of the
.Giryama?’ The point is ‘that one
could -not. ‘A hardbook was

outside “the - Ga ery but.it was Coll
pnmarlly,concerned with téchni- -illeg

cal{aspects of: des: motrfs and~

you‘hved in Keng}; and.decided to
“visif ~an art * gallery. “at the-
University -of -Nairobi.- You dis-
covered 27 gravestonés from a’
cemetery in* Canton, “NY. "Your -

ed‘ the: gravestones re-
marked o1 the: dlfferent kmds—of

A ‘commumty" Who purchased the .

gravesfones? How were. the
- deceased inidividuals. and grave-"
- stones- arranged ity “the- open?.
‘What rituals™were. -associated
“with the stones? T Suspect you
would be frustrated -and dis-

: turhed by ‘this -absence _ of.

information. Removed frofn their
cultural™ context ‘both ‘the mortn-
.ary posts and the Canton grave-
stones become little more than
curiosity. pieces. It" .was irgnic
- that the.accompanymg booklet on
.the Giryama_ artifacts included
¥ani opening quote from Archibald .

: MacLexsh that said:

"l‘he true. deﬁmtlon of a

- eivilized sociéty, whether primi-

- knows

‘twe -or techhologically. advances,
is -a-society which understands

the plice of -the arts; which
that” the "arts are not
decorations at the frmges of life,

or, obJects collectéd in- museums

.- or -exhibited" .in_theatres and

',books

concert halls or pubhshed in -

Unfortunately, the exmbxtlon

: ,dxd just that — the artifacts from”
, ;Kenya were displayed as ob]ects

be found in the Gallery/
entiry dihgrams and texts

y let’s suppose’ :

collected in rnuseums.

Second a press release wntten
by Paul ‘Schweizer, Director of

To the editor:
Maost of us have JOk d about the .
inabjlity ‘of the health center to

athletlc contest. The health
center diagnosed severe phlebitis
. and . implemented: extensive

feure anything except the current treatment. ‘When the girl went
campys epidemic, and then only .home for vacation she.was ‘still

"However, few of us

aspirin and | *‘Sip -and
** happen to effective.
e aware of

unhealéd and went to her family
doctor. There it was determined
that the health center had freated .

" just-how dangerously{lnept and I “her for a severe case.of phlebitis

the Brush Art Gallery, stated that -

the mortuary posts were' not
venétated for longer than one

generation’s iemory andthat . sin¢
- however, and offer these critical  this. was ‘a point of considerable pre

-*significance - whi¢h .can" help-

- justify their temoval from- Kenya wi
First, the exh1b1t1J>n was inade-. and their subsequent ‘display in believe-it .

an. art gallery contest.”

1 spoke ‘with Mr. Schwelzer
aboutthlspomt He admitted that
he could not verify this state-

e these words p ecnsely, thes

blei ctions or the
La\\prrence Health

1

; 'ere.lsolated

However I have fd

ment. Certainly, thé display  he the case. The tifne has ‘come
booklet did not dn'ecﬂy confirm -_ wher the reprehens‘ le actions of

this Assertion.

Who collected the rnortuary

posts? When and why were they g
collected" ‘The booklet- mentions  geg

that . Gale Smith  loaned " the

" collection to the New York State - prepared to “offer

.Council on the. Arts Mr. Schwei-

zer ‘indicated that:he had.infor-~

mation that- suggested the” col:

ubhclzed v )
The £ollow1ng :

ibed: ThlS is b3
- comprehensive list and I am

‘described::
© In.my: freshman.year a touch

’ lectlon of mortuary pOStS Would footban player suffered a leg

-not be returned: to. Kenya. This
d1sturbs'mqe After five years of
living--in “Kénya, T am . all too’
-aware” ‘of .-the’ so called “Art
""" who . legally and
mthousands -of

Often the
Justlﬁcatnons are that the local

-, people-do. not “Khow. their sig- -

“are net. importaiit anymore.” I
am not -Suggesting -that the"
collectlon of Kenyan artifacts has
beeii rémoved in this fashion, but

~I: woul‘_ like to know under what_

circumstances: the objects were
removed and why they may not
be returned :

' 'Third, while T will leave the

- core of this point to  my.

- colleagues - in _the Art Depart-

. Injury durmgaga e, The extent
of the: injury  could “notbe
determmed exc pt that the

student ‘was: in great pain -and
could not support weight en.the -
. th

called to dlspatch n ambulance :
‘or that ‘the- obJects _Thirty. -minates Tater ~ security .
arrived. “Had the health center | :

called themn?”’ they were.aske
No, they had. passed. by chanc;
and noticed: the, ayers huddled

.around their injured teammate."
Subsequent investigation by se-.
curity determined|that the health:
" center .had forgotten. to ,call’

the ambulance. The player could
. easily ‘have gone| into shock in
the 45 minutes he|lay in the rain
had his injury been more serious

ment; it seems to me that the ¢han torn ligaments:

deﬁmtlon of what is and what. is

decxdedly ‘western -perspective.
‘Are the-mortuary posts perceived .
as ‘“‘art” by the Giryama
craftsmen and_people them-
selves? Or -have .these objects -
been labeled “art”.by New York

African Art importers and - .\
Western . art historians? - How — |-

much of this “art” winds up ‘in

. the ‘corners and on the walls of *

" not “African Art” comes from a -klcked in_ thé:s]

.expensive New: York. Crty apart- :

merits?- ’llo fepeat a. pomt
'Artifacts rémoved . from their
historical or contemporary cul-
tural conext lose. their critical.
-meaning :if -this conjext rs

g not recreated

The former exhlbmon of -IoT-
tuary posts+is to-be followed by

artifacts. Tt is crmcal T suggest,
thatthe: formatof presentatlon :be .
altéered’ Many of us on. campus

. look forward to: the -presenta-
. tions but not as they are currently
-concerved

J ohn Barthelme
Anthropology-Socxology

" other.; dxspl‘ays of non-western

)

The same yea

in durmg an

.

ment ]

Istudent testi-
_mony in support Hf Aeach case

when in fact hericase was mild.

“So-what? The treatment given by
the health cefiter’had caused her,
" leg-to become gangrenous, man-

dating evén more extenslve trea,t-
That same year -another gxrl

*broke her back in an equestnan-
'accxdent and was taken' to. the

" health cénter.-She was given pain

killers which rendered her inco-

 herent for four.days. This T do not.
. object" to, However, 1. think it
* reasonable to expect -that her

. parents would - have been con-

tacted sometime during ‘the four

day period. Indeed, they should

“‘have been contacted immediate-
-1ly. But the health center neglect-
N .ed to.do so.

- Last year’
health center’ soon after :seco
.semester began, complaining. ofa
sore throat. I am informed that
tonsilitis 45 not .difficult fo

‘diagnose, but the.health- center . .

misdiagnosed her case again and
again for ‘half the ' semester.
_Finally, -the girl was sent home

-swhere her family doctor diag- .

’ nosed the probjlem. The time lost
“because of the health center’s.

ncompetence forced her to drop .
out- of school;.

semester

A friend’ of mine is ‘vxolently
allergr_c ‘to  penicillin. ’l\‘hls is

, médical records in “the

health. .centér. Yet last year he®

‘was-givéna prescnptlon contain-

ing penicillin: “Knowing that; his

«allergy. :was prominently. ‘dis-
played in his records, he did not
chék theé label before taking one
of ‘the. "pills.- He had a sev‘[ere
reactlon to, the drug. Upon

‘returning to the health center he -

was. given a new prescription

" which as he discovered later,
, a _girl ﬁas,. before he took the pills forfun- -

ately, also contamed pemcxlhn

2 girl ‘Went to the -

forfeiting 'her .
T . tuition .and the[acadermc credit -
: she had earfied durmg the half-

d'in miore thaii .one place

" is where you will be
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He. returned once .more to the

- health center and was given a .

third prescription. This time he
¢hecked the label before leaving..

~Bélieve it or not; it .too con-

tained pemclllm -

5 e

Thxs year A contracted bron-,‘”'

~chitis before Thanksgiving vaca-..

.Aion. 1 told the doctor at_thehea_lth
center that I would be in the

. company of elderly people over.
vacation and that one‘afthemhad

Kenyon exhnbmon Healfh cenfer :%compefenf"?
of mortuary posts

L R

emphesema, and I asked himif I |

was contagmus He'told'me, no; i L

was., not, 1'left and -had a
wonderfulitlme over-the holiday. ;
- At*Christmas time, when I next
.saw my empheseinatic grand-
father, he was just recovering

after I had-left his home after
Thanksgwmg !

]

i
H

1
[

from a severe case of bronchi-+i
tis that he had contracted the day ;

1
i
|
{

AS a,ﬁma] example, ]ust before i
sprmg break -of this. year, aJ

“student ‘was . severely lacerated

when his foot went through a

wire-mesh, ‘reinforced ‘window.
He severed two arteries in hIS
leg. Upon seeing the injury,. the

.. EMTs responding to the: call,
“'wanted to havé a doctor waiting

“at the health center when they: -
‘arrived . to . quickly.. determine
~whether the patient. could be
‘treated there. To this end they

_.called the health center. to have

them-call the doctor at home. The

attendant- on duty refused ito

' accept the word of the EMTs or of .

secunty ~that*the injury was as -

senous as de and would"

the patlent ‘was .brought in. Not
wishing to argie while the

- student' bled on the floor, the

‘not call the doctor-at.home until

EMTs took him directly to"’the e

Potsdam . hospital.

ated and as I said, there are more
1 could relate.

. 'This s your health center. This
en if you
are..injured on campus during
your time here. It is my. opinion
that an investigation of .the
procedures used by the health
center is in order. Mistakes such
as those described here can not
‘be allowed to continue.

o ) ChandlerA Dumaine

You WILE AEL JEVE ,'
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The examples are xmexagger-.
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