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’ “Birdn of All Kinds Suddenly Began to Attack People,
. in Incxeuing Numbm and With IncreuingVidousnu-”

Birds, but alas it happened right here-on campus. Last week, the University
Committee for Students Feeling Good About Themselves (UCSFGAT) erected
several statues to honor past presidents.of the University. The statues were

’ placed on the Rlchardson tnangle and they were unveiled at a dedication cer-
o emony Friday. University officers suchas
the President and Deans of Academics and
Student Life were present, along with sev-, |
efal‘hundred guests, such as students, fac- .

) ulty, staff, alumni, and truste S Four Uni-

 versity Presidents’ statues were presented

. in the ceremony. Each of the statues were

draped and then uncovered prior to the Presi-

 dentreading an ode to éach, “The first three

| statues to be-unveiled were Foster Sargent
Brown (1963-1969), Frank Peter Piskor

Bl - (1969-1981); and W. Lawrence Gulick

 (1981-1987). The ceremony had- already

- lasted about forty-five minutes when the fi-
Patti McGill Peterson " nal statuewasunvelled,ﬂ:estame of the six-

teenth President of the University, Patti McGill Petérson. It was at this point

that “it" happened. Onlookers were stunned as birds ofevery ilk descended on

1 the Rxchardson triangle. The Hill Nevs was present at the ceremony and inter-
.viewed many victims. One student said, “Birds.of all kinds suddenly beganto |
attack people, in increasing numbers and with i mcteasmg viciousness.” A first- |

year student remarked, “As soon as the shéet . was dropped from the statue,

‘ | literally hundreds of birds landed on the statue, covering it-from head to toe.

Those birds that did'not land on the statue terrorized the audience members.”
Healso remnrked, “Eventhough the Peterson statue was innondated with birds,
the other statues remained fow free. .Someone thought it may have been be--
cause she was President during the era of darkness.” The-local SPCA, St.
Lawrence County Shentf’sbq)amnentand the Safety & Security Department's

Night Owls all responded to the incident. Officials on sight were able to deter-

miine that betweeri 750-1,000 birds flocked to the location: Severalpeoplewere
transported to Canton Potsdam Hospital as a sresult of their injuries from the

| attack, One woman suffered: severe peck wounds to the lég, and another man
| had head lacerations after acrow landed on and scratched his bald head. As
| many as ten toupees and wigs were lost to the birds, in addition to countless

‘baseball caps, bandanas and at least one beret. A professor stated that, “Presi-

| dent Peterson was to St Lawrerice what Kim Campbell was to Canada.”

(Campbell served as Canadian Prime Minister for ashortstintin 1993.)
A volunteer member of the SPCA was actually on site when the incident took

: .| place. He told 77ne Hill News, “The birds that inundated the Péterson statue

were from many different species. The first flocks contained mostly crows.and

naries, waterhens, Cdnada geese, ducks, flamingos, and to my amazement sev- _
eral ostrich: decended on'the.area. These birds were coming out of the wood

even know where }
nests the

‘were shocked by. &8
the appearance- of

‘the flamingos, .
The chaos came |

curity called mem-
bers.of the:facilities [
teamand they came Bl

shovels, hoses and (S i
R 'liennehtleparldnghtaﬂemrd
‘tury.cannon to scare offithe blrds, The birds finally gave up when the head of

facilities day time crew, Merle Goats managed to topple the statue, knocking its

head off, Goats said, “Now: that we've toppled that dictator a second time,
‘maybe campus will be able to see the light ofday." Goats was on staff back in
1996 when Peterson left office. :

. The: University is forcedtocléanup once ugam. The R\chardson tnangle is
‘covered-with a myriad of bird feces, like splatters of white outall over. Laundry

This may sound like the plot summary of Alfred Hitchcock’s 1963 thriller The |

blood drive in Sykes Formal Lounge.
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concentrate on school?

SAINT: AlphaPhiOmegaand
.{ Chi Omega for helping sponsor the

SAINT : Prospective scholars
visiting the campus - we hope to see
more of younext year! Also, thanksto
Admissions and Security for their hard
work.
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SA]NT : The library, because
being able to renew books -over the
phone or via email is *“cool.” -

SlNNERI Peopicwho \pccd,

N m{ H ide Ry \td Rummher-
vt s ERndes per hour,

TSR B HENON T IELIN SRNRTI A 2

QUESTION OF THE WEEK: Now that the weather is-nice, are you still able to

SUGGESTION OF THE WEEK: Write an actual letter. Does anyone do that

* anymore?

QUOTATION OF THE WEEK' “I know not with what weapons World War HI will be
fought, but World War IV will be fought with sticks and stones.”
- -Albert Emstem (1879-1955) T

blackbirds, but as the'ter minute attack continued, more birds, like pigeons, ca- -

work.” A confused: mtemmonal student. shouted fevenshly, “I saw- watcrhens' '
| Near here, I don't "

 machines and dry cleaners'all over Canton w:ll be busy for days, cleaning up
' aﬂend&y thatwnll live ininfamy. ,
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Senior Andmw Reymer

" He.and his friends were
pIaya’ng catch and.
enjoying the delayed-
arrival of spring. ' :
. Also note the return of the

- Adirondack chairs-in the

ST. LAWRENCE IN BRIEF
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The National Theatre of the Deaf will perform Profile of a Deaf Peddler at St. Lawrence Uniiversity tonight,
Fnday,Apnl 19, at8 pyn. in Gulick Theatre. The event is open to the public, free of charge. Tickets are available

in the Brewer Bookstore and at the main desk of the E.J. Noble University Center.

. St. Lawrence University Assotiate Professor of History Judith A, DeGroat will give the Frank P. Piskor

T ﬁ Faculty Lecture on Monday, April 15, at 7:30 p.m. in Herring-Cole on campus, on the topic *Headscarves and

- Khaki: Gendered Perceptions of Franco-Maghrebians in Contemporary France.”

3y  Tides Of Green,” an exhibition of photographs taken in the Flonda Everglades by St. Lawrence University
@ senior Matthew P. Bogosian, will be at the Richard F. Brush Art Gallery on campus from April 17 through June
3; an openingreception will be held on Wednesday, April 17, at 7 p.m. in the gallery.

Compiled from University
Communications Releases

The Mzungu View
" Ramblesabout Religion

Religion can be a touchy topic, and I
know I could very well be getting my-

- selfinto trouble by even going there. So

I've been avoiding the topic for two

" months, but I just somehow can’t get

away with being in Kenya this long and
not sharing a liftle about everyone’sex-
periences with religion. Religionis very
prominent in Kenyan culture, and the

presence of missionaries is strong. We

all found out about religion quickly from
our first week in Mery, and our experi-
ences with it have continued.

It goes a little something like this:

Colonial missionaries thought that the

traditional African religions were too
primitive and decided that everyone

. needed to become Catholic, Protestant,
Methodist, younameiit, as long as there -

was no more ancestor worship. The
shift to Christianity made a lasting mark.

Now you’ll drive through Kenya see-

ing signs such as“Jesus saves” and “The
Lord is my light.” Many of us had
“What religion are you?” and **Are you
saved?"among our first questions from

_our homestay families.

In most ways, they have adapted

*Christianity and made it into something

their own, and their worships and ser-

l| vicesare much moreanimated and en-

thusiagtic than any thatus Mzunguhave
everexperienced. Dancing, song, and
clappmg are an essential part to any
sqry;ce-whynothaveﬁmarndcelebtate

Andwhilein many waysithas been

assimilated into their lives smoothly,
Bl there are some disturbing aspects, as

LARRY ON THE
ROAD -
IMPRESSIONS OF
KENYA

Sophia Hasenfus
Columnist

well. All ofus have managed to catch
The 700 Club here and there at our
homestays, in restaurants, in public wait-
ingrooms. The 700 Club is an Ameri-
can broadcast of Christian conserva-
tive thoughts onlife and morals. Thisis
the same show that announced that Harry
Potter should be banned because it is
teaching children witchcraft. If youever
geta chance to catch it, you’ll see what
I mean. ,

And of course there are those who
have managed to go on with their tradj-
tional beliefs, rejecting the influx of
Western Chrristianity in favor of their cus-
toms. In Samburu, religion is also a
central part of their lifestyles, but ina
different way. The Samburu people
don’t goto church, don’t pray from the
bible, or send their children to Catholic
school. Forthem, religion isan integral
part of their lives, not something that is
celebrated only on Sundays. In the
Samburu language, the word for god is
the same word asrain, They liveina
semi-arid climate with droughtsona
regular basis. They are nomadic
pastoralists, sustaining their lives off of
their cow, goat, sheep, and came! herds.

"Their nomadism is essential given the

pattemns (or lack of patterns) of rainfall

anddependency on the water supply.

They pray before elder meetings, thank-
ing god for the blessings of friends and
family, water, food, animals and life.
They know that the existence of rain isn’t
man-made, so it naturally comes from
some other higher power. Rain is es-
sential to their lives, and therefore god
and rain go hand in hand.

So whatwas so wrong with this form
ofreligion that the colonial missionaries
decided that it just had to go? Isortof
like the idea that god iseverywhere. And
when we discussed religion with some
of our Samburu élders (wazee), they
told us that god was neither male or fe-
male, white orblack. They believe that
thereis only one god, but it’s interpreted
differently for everyone, and that’s okay.
Their god is the Samburu god, ngai ,
and it’s plausible that you or I have an-
other god, but it’s just.our mterpreta—
tion of god. -

Our wazee don’t-want to convert
other people to their religion, make
other people believe what they believe,
or be the ultimate authority on matters
ofreligion. It’s okay with them if people
have different understandings or inter-
pretations of god, as long ag religion is
not used asa weapon. After all these
years of Western cultures trying totell
everyone else that they know best and
others should convert to their belief sys-
tems, I think it’s time we learn some-
thing from them. Religionisn’t some-
thing to be forced down someone’s
throat, used as a tool for gaining power,
excusing war, or dictating morals. Spiri-
tuality and beliefs can be very powerful
things, and that power shouldn’t be
abused.
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