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photo by Dustm Wi Ilmmson

ThlS week’s photo of the week comes to the paper from the SLU abroad|

mémbers in France. While travelling throughout the country, living off bread,

cheese, and wine, we also take some classes in the centuries old city of Rouen.
One of our voyages was to Mont St. Michel. First row, left toright: Ida Driscoll
(Assistant Program Director), Kerianne Murphy, Valerie Racine, Kate Shaw,
April Riel. Secondrow: Tyler Bradbury (holding Grace Caldwell) Johanna

Williams, Hiltary Baker Kami Koleva, Emily Warren, Mark Desens, Dustin -

Williamson. Third row: Ted Hendrickson and Antje Bauman. Our other voy-

- { ages were a week in Paris and a week in Senegal, Africa, where we just spent
AThanksglvmg Wish you were here (more like you wish you were here).

- Submitted by Dustin Williamson

Hill News Photographer -

If you would like to ask a questio:i, give a suggestion or give a quotation, we will happily accept it. Please

write it arid submit it in an envelope to “The Week of...” ¢/o The Hill News - Opinion, and put it in campus
mail. We hope to hear from you, and please do enjoy'

.

holiday season' .

SAINT : All of the people who gave to others during the holiday season, be it through:
the Giving Tree or another means of holiday sharing.
Let The Hill News know if you or someone you know did somethmg generous this

SINNER: The person or the people responsible for recent “grinchiness.™ This wecek

a Christmas tree was stolen from the Rebert Hall lounge. complete with ornaments. and a

tlag stolen from [-House. along with holiday hights and other decorations. There were also
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facement of walls and doors.

Be respecttul of other people’s property.

-

QUESTION OF THE WEEK: Da ‘you find that things are gemng only half’ done or
done poorly? Maybe you are overcommiitted? You should reassess where you are before

I you set yourself up for more stress next semester.
. SUGGESTION OF THE WEEK: Do something nice for yourself.

QUOTATION OF THE WEEK: “When we lose the rlght to be different, we lose the

pnvxlege to be free.”

-Charles Evans Hughes, U.S. Supreme Court justice, 1925.
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THE EXCELLENT ADVENTURES OF STAFF WRITER KEN OKOTH IN DENMARK

Copenhagen ~Itis a mild day in

Copenhagen today. The sky is gray, the’
sun is barely visible through the clouds.
The crunch is on for me to work on
massive term papers that are due soon,
yet motivation s totally lacking, Freally
need some hot chocolate. I want to run
away from the world and go back to
my room, I would love to tuck myself
under the warm soft comforter in my
bed. Only problem is, my bed isnota
real bed! .

Well, I am in the library now, and
there is no way I can go back home
now and pretend I never woke up this
morning, I would love to be in ablissful
land far away. Perhaps I shouldn’t have
spent the weekend watching that Disney

movie. I won’ttell you which movie it

was, but I think itis all Disney’s fault -

that I feel this way. They owe me a free .
visit to Disneyland, those corpomte cul-
tural manipulators!

Seriously, do you believe that Simba
and Pumba and Rafiki and Mufasa ac-

.tually speak English mixed with snip-

pets of Swahili such as Jambo and

Hakuna Matata? Makes me wonder

since Disneyland is in Florida, to
which political party they make their

campaign contributions. Perhaps

. Disney does not support any of the
political parties, but it would be sure-

nice to know;

Maybe by now you are wonder-
ing what am I up to with this col-
umn. |, don’t know either. There has
been so much news about the presi-
dential election and Florida and so
on .... I have been trying to avoid
commenting on it, that’s why I first

gave you three paragraphs that

might as well, have been gibberish.
Now I can’t hold myself from lend-
ing an opinion on the elections fi-
asco in Florida, but at least, you
won’t have to read so much of it.

Here is my view. The Florida saga
SUCKS big time. Now 1 am not one
to use such strong language, espe-
cially not in print, but I have no
choice.

Coverage of the elections has
dominated television for more than
a week now. It is impossible to go
anywhere without hearing about the
legal wrangles now. That is just plain

ugly. From Libya to Lesotho, Lux-

embourg to Laos, the whole world

is laughing at America. Even in Ti- .

bet and Timbuktu, I bet you many
people are questioning the cleanli-

-ness of America’s democracy.
The good news for me is, 1 have
seen a similar scenario two times
before in Kenya! Yes, the Kenyan

president has been in power since
1978! For both of the last two terms
though, he has nof been able to
(mis)rule effectively because his
victories were publicly disputed.
and faccd pretracted legal chal-
lenges.

It is hard 1o get a clear interpreta-
tion of the disputed November 7
election results. Unlike Kenya,
maybe America has reached the
stage where government, including
a president, is totally irrelevant. In
countries like Russia, ballots offer
the voters a choice to vote against
all candidates in an electjon.

It works like your multiple choice
exam— A - Gore, B—Bush, C—Nader
D- None of the above! |

If the majority of the dissatisfied
voters choose D, then a new round
of elections is conducted, with a
new batch of presumably more ap-

" pealing and better qualified candi-

dates. A — Bill Bradley, B— George
McCain C- Jay Leno D — None of

the above! Now, that would be re-
freshing, wouldn’t it? I better go
back to writing my term paper fiow,
before both candidates sue me for
suggesting they should all give up.
( You can contact me through

email at: ken_okoth@yahoo.com )
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