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Thi s book is int ended to be a comnlet e reference 1ihr~1'""J 
for f ar mers, f!,ra.1ers , and homem;'}kers . Nf"edless to s ::J.;' , i t 
\1ould tMe more t,han one volume t.n c(lver al l of these trni.c s 
thorou,rrhly, but tl-Ji s bo<"l'\-:' t1"':ie s b Ard, tonc'r-tip p" on ffi,'lny sl1!)i ects 
in at le llst some d~mh . There are r eci!,€s for p ldding f rom 
just about any main inp:rerU ent (t. en pages in all) , remedies for 
alcoholism or l.i nuor aT'nci,ite ( either :1. cure u 5in 17 ('T1.1i 1.1 red 
PerUvL:m b.?r k or , as Ol1€ rtef'lt. l.em~n sw""e st.ed , ::1.f'I nr aJ' .... e hrll f 
an hour before bre:l.kf!'l.st), Nays t.o conmost a horse, make your 
own fertilizers or run .9n incubfltor . AlthoUf;h the man.y fann
ing and household hints, compiled from many sources, are use
ful , it' s something else about the book that I f ound most 
valuable . ' 

Turn-<:lf- the.......century farming "vIas much different than the 
large scale businesses we have today. Of course there Na s 
lar ge sc:tie agriculture , but by technological necessity, a 
farmer and his family '1ere limited in the size of their onera
t i on. They could only rro.lk as many cows AS their hands could 
standy and as their horses could cut and drag in hay and culti
vate corn for . People raised their mm seed and provided for 
as many of their needs flS possi ble ri?..ht at home . 

Modern t echnology- hC\s brousht about vast changes in agri
cultural pr actices since this book was written. Fertili zer s , 
once found in Hood ash , manure , and green manure cr ops, have 
been repl aced by petroleum and chemical products ,d th triple 
number values ; toads and l adybugs by not-so- funny-sounding 
insecticides; and mulch and cultivation by herbidi des that may 
be 122 effective . Commercial laying mash, al,qa,.ys the same 
amorphous pale blend, nmq r eplaces the varied diet enjoyed by 
the farm chicken of a century ago. Quantity had no claim to 
quality. You were knol'm for hm·l good your butt er was , not how 
much you had. 

The agricultural collegesy to be fair , must be given cre
dit for making great advances in understanding the nutritional 
needs of various stock and plant life, and, of course , some of 
the scientific fact of this book has been outmoded by scienti
fic discoveries in this centurJ. Stilly there are same impor
tant things to be seen here . tfuat '1e t re looking at are not so 
much complete t echniques for given aspects of farr:ti.ng (a la 
Mother Earth, Ask Poppy George variety), but rather a concept 
of living and farming that was a little more complete thCQ'l . 
nmch of the agribusiness that masquer ades as farming today. 
This is not to say there isn tt a lot of good technical infc .to 
be had in the CYCLOPEDIA, but it is this concept of interdepen
dent gro"vring that appeals to me . 

Frank M. Lupton, "vmo compiled the book, believed in sci
entific farming, but not in absolute answers for every situa
tion. He r ealized that nature varied from year to year and 
place to place . Since he had nothing to sell but his. methods , 
he made them the best and most complete he could. Missing 
from his book is the IIthis is the only w~v" fervor that \1e ·find 
in the super-production manuals today. Instead, He get a sort 
of hang-loose , this-guy_t ried_it-and_i t -\10rked attitude. Th.e 
reader i s given credit for knmri..ng something. Corronon problems 
are dealt l'Tith in convnon \'l~S . 

This boaI-:: includes l ots of good ideas for small- scale 
and traditional - style farm:i..n5; . If you raise your o"vm food ( or 
want to ), Hant to serve those same foods lot s of dif fe r ent 'trays , 
or like to r el3.d old home remedi es (~1)1ich the publishers "vrarn 
you are not to be a subst,itute for a qualified medical practi
tioner) youlll find lots here . The modern annotations by 
Stephan Le .. randoHski are at least inconsp"icious , but I fOl..U1d 
mysel f reading QUickly throu~h them so I could get back to the 
original t est . 

At "this poi.'1t I t'l'as ~oing to include a quaint quote from 
the book, but there are too many to choose from so I' ll .just 
recorrmend it to you as good reading and l et it go at t hat . 

Ronald Nolland 
North Woods Road, Rt.l 
Herman, New York 13652 
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